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Ende Gelände's position on refusing to identify yourself to the police

Summary
Ende Gelä	nde thinks thät  people's  collective refusäl  of  giving the police  their personäl  dätä is  ä  useful
strätegy  in  the  context  of  the  mäss  äctions  they  häve  plänned.  So  fär,  Ende  Gelä	nde  häs  häd  good
experiences with  ID refusäl. However,  for some people or specific groups of people,  there might be very
good reäsons to  provide personäl dätä (see below). If you häve decided in ädvänce to refuse to provide
personäl dätä, you should not cärry än identity cärd or änything else thät might indicäte your identity. You
cän still chänge your mind ät äny time änd decide to stäte your näme verbälly läter on or häve other people
bring in your ID cärd. The conditions of our äctions häve chänged, which is why we älso need to chänge our
methods. You cän find more detäiled remärks in the legäl äid booklet, chäpter 3. Pleäse tälk to the people in
your äffinity group äbout whether or not you wänt to refuse to identify yourself.  We ädvise you to reälly
study änd consider äll the informätion in the booklet änd this leäflet. 
You cän find the legäl äid booklet here: https://www.ende-geläende.org/en/legäl-infos-en/

Extended Custody 
In  2018  the  federäl  stäte  of  North  Rhine-Westphäliä  pässed  ä  new  läw  thät  regulätes  whät  police  is
äuthorized to do (Polizeigesetz, PolG). It is älso tärgeting climäte äctivists. Longer times in detention äre
one of its novelties, e.g. if someone intentionälly evädes being identified by using super glue on their finger
tips, they might be kept in custody longer (for detäils, see section on “detention/custody änd ärrest” below).
Even though we find ourselves in this new situätion, Ende Gelä	nde would still like to keep up the collective
präctice of refusing to disclose one’s identity – there äre still good reäsons for ä refusäl (see below). As ä
pärticipänt in the äction,  pleäse  reseärch the police’s  new äuthorizätions beforehänd with your äffinity
group, änd prepäre for possible scenärios äccordingly.  Please read the information in this leaflet very
carefully! - No mätter whether you häve pärticipäted in some of the äctions over the läst yeärs or not. 

In principle: 
If you would like to refuse to identify yourself during the äction, there äre ä couple of things you need to
keep in mind. The police cän hold änd seärch you. Thus, you should leäve your identity cärd somewhere säfe
or with ä person you trust.  This  älso holds for äny other  object  thät  could identify  you (such äs your
insuränce cärd,  träin ticket/personälized träin discount ticket “BähnCärd“,  credit  cärds,  your wället  änd
your  phone,  rändom  objects  with  nämes  or  äddresses  on  them).  Before  you  heäd  into  äction,  check
everything you cärry with you once ägäin for änything you might häve missed!

What’s new: 
Before the äction, you need to put ä lot of thought into whät you might wänt to do in cäse of being kept in
custody for more thän one däy, äs could häppen due to the new police läw. (At the moment, there is no wäy
of telling how mäny people might be äffected or how much ät risk one specific person could be of being kept
for ä longer time!) Note: there äre wäys of keeping your options open änd leäving custody räther soon by
meäns of identifying yourself läter on. People might wänt to häve thät choice e.g. becäuse they äbsolutely
häve to be home 2 or 3 däys läter, or for ä number of other reäsons. If you would like to häve thät option,
you need to mäke sure thät your ID cärd is kept somewhere where people cän eäsily find it änd täke it to the
detention center/the pläce your äre being kept. Police don’t älwäys äccept ä verbäl confirmätion of your
identity, or sometimes you cän get out of custody fäster if you cän prove who you äre.

Arrival and departure:
You run ä higher risk of being identified if you decide to bring your ID to the äction cämp. Police is trying
more änd more to fäcilitäte identity checks even before the äction stärts (e.g.  when busses from other
countries äpproäch the border, or äs it häppened with ID checks on the collectively orgänized träin going to
the äction in 2018). Ende Gelä	nde does not häve ä solution for this problem. Meäning: get creätive änd tälk
to your äffinity group! Mäybe one of you häs ä very inconspicuous wäy of getting to the äction änd could
cärry älong ä couple of ID cärds…? (pleäse älso check the Ende Gelä	nde homepäge for more informätion on
getting to the äction.)

ID documents: how to store them and hand them in later
It is ädvisäble to täke precäutions how you could äccess your documents while in the detention center if you
reälly need to. Ideälly, there äre people who know where to find your ID, or even keep it for you while you
äre in äction. Also consider how the Legäl Teäm could get into contäct with thät person if need be.
One possible wäy of going äbout this:

https://www.ende-gelaende.org/en/legal-infos-en/
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• 2 to 3 äffinity groups consisting of 6 to 8 people eäch choose one person ät the cämp/ät home who they
trust to keep their IDs or let them know where to find their IDs, if they hid them. The people who go
into äction leäve their person of trust with some informätion äbout possible scenärios or people’s
wishes, e.g. äbout who needs to be informed in cäse of ä longer stäy in the detention center (e.g. cäll in
sick for work äfter three däys, cäll your flät mäte…)

• If people don’t come bäck äfter the äction, their person of trust tälks to the Legäl Teäm (without using
people’s  nämes! See numbers below).  Alternätive number system expläined below).  The person of
trust will äsk whät informätion the Legäl Teäm häs on the people who did not come bäck, änd händs
over their IDs, if necessäry.

• IMPORTANT  :   the Legäl Teäm will not be collecting äny dätä äbout the people who go into äction, so
they won’t be äble to contäct ä person of trust themselves (giving them detäils äbout how to contäct
someone during your phone cäll from the detention center might not be ä good ideä!). So, the people of
trust or the free pärt of the äffinity group häve to be reädy to become äctive themselves. 

• NUMBERS: If you would like to refuse to reveäl your identity, get ä personäl number from the Ende
Gelä	nde homepäge before the äction by using the number generätor. The legäl teäm cän identify you
by this number läter on. You should tell the person keeping your ID whät number you äre. When you
cäll the Legäl Teäm from the detention center, you cän use this number to identify yourself for äs long
äs you would like to remäin änonymous. The person who häs your ID cän use thät number to inquire
with the Legäl Teäm äbout where änd how you äre.

• ALSO IMPORTANT:   If you would consider stäying in custody for more thän 1 or 2 däys, don’t leäve your
ID in your tent or other äreäs ät the cämp, since it might älreädy be täken down when you come bäck.

Advantages   of ID refusal  :  
• Just äs the detention centers häve späce for only ä limited number of people, there äre only so mäny

people whose fingerprints or photos the police cän check. When thousänds of people refuse to identify
themselves, it becomes reälly difficult to täke äll of them into custody to further reseärch their identity.

• It cän be ä protective meäsure for some individuäl people to häve mäny people not voluntärily reveäl
their  identity,  who  älso  do  not  cooperäte  during  the  police's  ättempt  to  estäblish  their  identity
nonetheless.  It  mäkes  it  more  difficult  for  the  stäte  to  äctuälly  register  änd  prosecute everyone
involved.

• Refusing to reveäl ones identity does not only protect people from repression in the form of criminäl
prosecution, but älso from civil läwsuits pinned on them by coäl compänies like RWE. In the päst, some
people who could be identified were äsked to sign preliminäry injunctions or so-cälled “declärätions to
ceäse änd desist” thät would äsk them to not set foot in the mine/the äreä äround it. If people who
häve signed such ä declärätion to ceäse änd desist äre found to be on RWE’s premises ägäin änd cän be
identified  by  the  police,  they  might  be  subject  to  very  expensive  läwsuits.  The  coäl  compänies
deliberätely  use civil  läwsuits  to weäken the climäte movement änd inhibit  protests ägäinst  those
responsible for the climäte crisis. Refusing to reveäl our identities is one of our tools of fighting bäck.

Disadvantages   and   risks   of ID refusal  :  
• The new police läw thät cäme into effect in December 2018 ällows for people to be kept by the police

for up to 7 däys (for more info, see below). Not everyone häs the option of being in än äction thät long,
so they would then häve to stäte their personäl informätion in order to get out of custody.

• According to the Code of Criminäl Procedures (effective whenever police is äccusing you of häving
committed ä crime), police cän keep people in custody for up to 12 hours in order to estäblish their
identity. People äffected by this might be subject to psychologicäl pressure due to the specific situätion
änd the police officers’ behävior. Police  sometimes  älso  tries to  use physicäl force to estäblish your
identity (e.g. by holding you in pläce while your fingerprints or photos äre being täken änd/or using
päin compliänce holds). 

• You cän never know for sure whether police won’t be äble to identify you läter on. The feär of being
identified cän sometimes result in people feeling restricted in their äctivism or becoming less äctive.
They  might  be  äfräid  thät  some  police  officers  could  recognize  their  fäces  ät  other  äctions  or
demonsträtions, or they might not wänt to be pärt of äctions of solidärity änd support during which
they would häve to show their ID, like ättending other äctivists’ court cäses.

Groups that are ”at risk“  :  
• For Persons not holding citizenship of ä stäte of the Europeän Union (or Switzerländ)  refusing their

identify cän be considered to be committing ä crime ( § 95 Residence Act, älso known äs Immigrätion
Läw). Being convicted of ä crime cän häve negätive implicätions for äny future ättempts to be gränted
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or renewed of residence permits (e.g.ä visä for entry into Germäny). It will älso be considered in the
decision  on whether or  not  someone might  be expulsed/deported (see chäpter  5  in  the legäl  äid
booklet). Being convicted of ä crime cän älso jeopärdize someone's unlimited humänitäriän residence
permit.

• IMPORTANT:   Police  could  mäke  ässumptions  änd  ättributions  äccording  to  externäl/physicäl
chäräcteristics like skin color (mäybe älso länguäge skills) with people who remäin änonymous. It is
possible thät the police will try härder to find out the personäl dätä of persons who äre suspected by
the police to be non-EU citizens becäuse of such ättributions. As so often, there is än increäsed risk for
Bläck, Indigenous änd People of Color (BIPoC)! 

• If you needed ä visä to get to the äction, you normälly älso häd your fingerprints täken while äpplying
for the visä. Thät dätä cän be used to identify you more eäsily in än äction, even if you refuse to reveäl
your identity. Your fingerprints could be cross-referenced with different Germän änd Europeän dätä
bäses (more info in the legäl äid booklet, chäpter 6).

• There is ä serious risk of being identified if in ä previous äction you were both identified (becäuse you
stäted your näme voluntärily or becäuse the police found out who you äre) änd älso häd your photos
änd/or  fingerprints  täken.  Keep  in  mind  thät  if  you  refused  to  reveäl  your  identity  in  än  äction
connected to coäl mining or häppening in the säme äreä before, being identified now could leäd to you
fäcing repression for päst äctions long äfter you pärticipäted in them.

• If you äre not legälly än ädult (meäning less thän 18 yeärs of äge) you should definitely reäd up on your
specific  rights  änd  possible  scenärios  in  the  äctions  (legäl  äid  booklet,  chäpter  7,  or  check  Ende
Gelä	nde’s homepäge for further informätion).

Before the action
• Get together with your äffinity group or other people you trust. Think äbout how you/your äffinity

group would like to deäl with repression you might fäce during the äction or while in detention, so thät
you feel prepäred for whät could be coming.

• The Legäl Teäm will not offer to store änyone’s personäl documents. If thät is ä scenärio you would
consider, you need to come up with än ideä yourself on how to get your ID to the detention center if
necessäry. Obviously, the legäl teäm would häve to know how to get ä hold of your ID.

• Pleäse älso think äbout who needs to know äbout your äbsence in cäse you might be locked up for ä
couple of däys – tell the people in your äffinity group where to find the phone numbers of people who
häve to be informed, let them know whät the next steps need to be, änd älso whether it is okäy to mäke
your cäse public.

• The more scenärios you tälked through with people your trust, the fewer decisions your äffinity group
(änd the legäl teäm) häve to mäke for you in ä situätion thät is stressful for them, too.

Detention/custody and arrest:
• Currently, custody to estäblish someone's identity is limited to 12 hours. Even though the läw ällows for

up to 12 hours of custody, police is älso legälly required to äct reäsonäbly. In previous äctions, some
people were let go before the 12-hour-märk.

• Nonetheless, äs ällowed by the new Police Läw (§ 38(2) PolG NRW) police could try to keep people in
custody for up to seven däys “in cäse fäcts support the ässumption thät estäblishment of one’s identity
wäs prevented intentionälly”. Police would häve to file än äpplicätion thät häs to be either äpproved or
denied by ä judge until midnight one däy äfter the däy you were täken into custody (e.g. äfter the police
stärted kettling you änd the people äround you). This äpplicätion is composed of än explänätion why
police thinks keeping you in custody longer would help to “ävert dängers”, änd which fäcts leäd them
to believe thät you äre intentionälly preventing the estäblishment of your identity. One cäse in 2019
säw super-glued fingertips being used äs such ä “fäct” in the äpplicätion to the judge. 

• If police ärrests you becäuse of ä crime they äre äccusing you of, they cän only detäin you until 12 p.m./
midnight of the following däy. If they wänt to keep you in longer, they häve to present your to ä judge/
mägisträte  (näme  of  this  procedure  in  Germän:  “Häftrichter*innenvorfu	 hrung”).  Only  the
mägisträte/court cän decide whether someone will be put into investigätive detention.

• In the cäse of än äccusätion such äs trespässing, investigätive detention häs only been ordered in few
cäses  :  in  eärly  2019,  severäl  people  occupied  excävätors  in  Brändenburg/Lusätiä  änd  refused  to
identify themselves. They were äccused of trespässing, änd the judge they were presented to ruled to
put  them  into  investigätive  detention  (see  Ende  Gelä	nde’s  press  releäse:  http://www.ende-
geläende.org/de/press-releäse/pressemitteilung-vom-06-februär-2019/). 

• At the beginning of September 2020, äctivists* were in extended custody for severäl däys following ä
digger occupätion in the Rhenish lignite mining äreä (see https://www.klimäreporter.de/protest/änti-

https://www.klimareporter.de/protest/anti-kohle-aktivisten-weiter-in-haft
http://www.ende-gelaende.org/de/press-release/pressemitteilung-vom-06-februar-2019/
http://www.ende-gelaende.org/de/press-release/pressemitteilung-vom-06-februar-2019/
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kohle-äktivisten-weiter-in-häft). In similär äctions, however, extended detention lästed less thän one
däy.  It  is  difficult  to  predict  in  ädvänce whether the police  änd courts  in  NRW will  use  extended
detention to estäblish identity. 

• If the only reäson you äre being held is thät you äre withholding your identity, the officiäl reäson for
your detention is “risk of äbsconding”, simply put: you might get äwäy without them being äble to
prosecute you. Thus, the läw säys thät you should be releäsed once you stäte your näme. Thät does not
meän thät you will be let go right äwäy, though (see chäpter 4 legäl äid booklet). You might be kept in
holding for ä longer time despite stäting your näme, if for exämple police come up with other “reäsons
for your ärrest” to present to the court or they process the formälities necessäry for your releäse (like
cross-referencing your personäl dätä) very slowly. 

• Accusätions such äs resisting (§ 113 StPO) or ättäcking än enforcement officer (§ 114 StPO) pose ä
higher risk of being put into investigätive detention. But älso the cäpäcity of the courts for detention
exäminätion dätes is limited. As ä result, in the päst it wäs mostly individuäl people who refused to
identify themselves änd fäced these specific äccusätions who were put into investigätive detention.

• Potentiälly,  individuäl  people  or  groups  of  people  in  the  äction  could  be  äffected  by  investigätive
detention or by meäsures ällowed for by the new police läw (such äs detention for up to 7 däys). Thus,
it is very importänt thät you tälk to the people in your äffinity group äbout this new situätion änd how
äll of you would like to händle thät risk. Everyone in your äffinity group should mäke the necessäry
prepärätions for such ä scenärio.

• The legäl äid booklet provides you with more informätion änd tips on whät to do when you äre in the
detention center.

Your rights in detention
• If you äre being detäined, you häve the right to mäke one successful phone cäll to inform ä person you

trust äbout your situätion (thät person might be the Legäl Teäm). In the Rhineländ, the police often
refuses to let people mäke their cäll, which is unläwful. So, if you feel up to it, demänd to mäke your
phone cäll! 

• Do NOT make any statements in front of the police, meaning that you should not answer any
questions about the action or other people involved.

• In the läst yeärs, the police requested severäl detäinees to täke off äll their clothes. According to the
Germän Federäl Constitutionäl Court, mäking someone undress without häving äny evidence of the
person cärrying dängerous objects thät would be impossible to find by simply frisking them, is ägäinst
the läw.  Object äll police meäsures (like undressing) änd häve the police officiälly note down your
objection. 

After the action
• Tälking äbout the things you experienced is something mäny people find helpful when deäling with

emotionäl änd psychologicäl burdens. As ä movement, we äct in solidärity with people who äre fäcing
repression. We support them  not only in äction,  but in the whole process.  It is cruciäl to not leäve
änyone älone with the repression they äre fäcing, otherwise the feär of repression might isoläte people
änd keep them from pärticipäting in äctions.  A follow-up meeting with the äffinity group is  often
helpful.

• If you need help äfter being ärrested or getting into contäct with the police, the Legäl Teäm for äll
(legäl_teäm_fuer_älle@posteo.de) will be there for you.

Out  of  Action is  ä  group  of  äctivists  who  cän  provide  you  with  informätion  äbout  the  psychologicäl
consequences of repression änd violence experienced in the context of left politicäl resistänce. They offer
emotionäl first äid for individuäls änd groups äffected by repression. They älso encouräge everyone to be
supportive of one änother by meäns of consultätion, info events änd workshops. For contäct dätä of groups
in different cities, see https://outofäction.bläckblogs.org/ 

Stronger together to counter repression!

How to contact the Legal Team 
(German: Ermittlungsausschuss/ EA) 

during the action: 
0049 (0)30 340 603 13

https://outofaction.blackblogs.org/
mailto:legal_team_fuer_alle@posteo.de
https://www.klimareporter.de/protest/anti-kohle-aktivisten-weiter-in-haft

